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Re: Media and Arts Law Review - referee request 
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Elizabeth Coleman <elizabeth.coleman@monash.edu> 21 June 2022 at 17:29
To: Brendan Clift <brendan.clift@unimelb.edu.au>

Dear Brendan

I would be happy to review this article for you. I don't write specifically on Aboriginal
art anymore (because I am not indigenous) and many of the people I once knew in
the area are now quite senior and may not be interested - I simply do not know.
Indigenous authors you might approach are Terri Janke and Larrisa Behrendt. Janke
is a practising lawyer, and probably the most widely respected person in the field of
Australian Indigenous art law, Larrisa Behrendt is Director of Research at the 
Jumbunna Indigenous House of Learning at the University of Technology Sydney. 
She has a LLB and B.Juris and has written on Aboriginal art.

Elizabeth

On Tue, 21 Jun 2022 at 16:46, Brendan Clift <brendan.clift@unimelb.edu.au> wrote: 

Dear Dr Coleman,

 

I am writing to you as General Editor of the Media and Arts Law Review.

 

We are seeking a referee for a submission entitled: ‘Art Law and Policy in Australia
and the Appropriation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Art Styles’. Would you
be willing to provide us with the benefit of your expertise and referee this piece for
us?

 

Additionally (or in the alternative), we think it is appropriate to have a referee who is
themselves Aboriginal or a Torres Strait Islander, if one can be identified with the
relevant expertise, particularly in law. Do you know of any such person who you
might recommend to us?

 

The abstract provided by the author is as follows:
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************

 

In 2018 British artist Damien Hirst was accused of cultural appropriation of
Aboriginal art from Alice Springs, Australia, for his series of 24 abstract
expressionist paintings known as The Veil Paintings. This article uses the
contestation surrounding the Veil Paintings to animate a discussion of the legal
status of ‘style appropriation’ – that is, the appropriation of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander art styles, designs and motifs – under customary law, copyright law,
cultural heritage laws and consumer law, and recent art policy and law reform
initiatives. While there is momentum in favour of more appropriate intercultural
engagements with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander art, legal protections
against style appropriation remain limited in scope under the Australian legal
system.

 

************

 

We are aiming to make a decision on this article by 22 July 2022.

 

If you are happy to referee this piece, I will send you the manuscript and a report
template without delay.

 

Thank you for taking the time to consider this request.

 

Best regards,

 

Brendan

 

Brendan Clift

Lecturer | Melbourne Law School | The University of Melbourne

General Editor | Media and Arts Law Review

brendan.clift@unimelb.edu.au  
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--  
Dr Elizabeth Burns COLEMAN (she, her)
Coordinator, AGP5365 Principles of Global Media and Communications (S1 block) 
Coordinator APG5050 Doing Media and Communications Research (S1 block)
Coordinator, ATS3445 Communications Ethics Law and Policy 

School of Media Film and Journalism
Monash University 
Level 4, Room B4.23, Building B, Caulfield Campus, 
900 Dandenong Road, 
Caulfield East VIC 3145 
Australia

T: +61 3 9903 5074 
E: elizabeth.coleman@monash.edu
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