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 ‘Social Media and Ainu Survivance’

ABSTRACT

Ainu people across the generations have embraced social media 
as a powerful tool for political and linguistic activism, and a key 
means of reconnecting with family and friends spread throughout 
Japan and beyond. Social media such as Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram has been at the heart of Ainu survivance in the settler-
colonial context of Japan, facilitating a shift among Ainu people 
from “a sense of unease” with their Ainu inheritance towards self-
awakening. In particular, Facebook has provided both a safe 
space for Ainu gatherings and a public platform for Ainu to reclaim 
and showcase their traditional yet contemporary Ainu musical 
aesthetics and practices. In this talk, I will explore how social 
media represents a novel space for non-Indigenous researchers 
like myself to gain a more Indigenous-driven perspective on what 
creative strategies young and old Ainu are adopting to resist, 
subvert and reconfigure what it means to be Ainu in contemporary 
society.

DATE:
Thurs 15 October 2020

TIME:
3.15pm-4.15pm

ZOOM details:

Go to  https://
monash.zoom.us/join and 
enter meeting 
ID: 837 2961 8694  and 
password: 56288932

PRESENTER

Kylie Martin began her journey of exploring Ainu performance 
traditions and working with Ainu people nearly 20 years ago. In 
2019, she finally submitted her PhD thesis on Ainu language 
continuance in the diaspora setting of Tokyo, Japan. Her research 
explores how Ainu people draw on their oral traditions of sung 
storytelling to express their Ainu selves in the 21st century.  Kylie 
has taught sociolinguistics and academic skills at universities in 
both Japan and Australia. She is currently the learning skills adviser 
for Social Sciences, Literary Studies and Linguistics at the 
Matheson Library, Monash University.
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