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Box Hill Gardens Multi Use Purpose Area 

Landscape Architect: ASPECT Studios
Location: Irving Avenue, Box Hill

Box Hill Gardens is a mature historical park within the urban centre of Box Hill, 14
kilometres from central Melbourne. The Box Hill Gardens Master Plan of 2011 proposed a
shift in the usability of the park proposing new recreation elements and the rejuvenation of
existing park spaces. This is in response to the increasing urban setting of the park and
corresponding increase in workers and residents to the area.
 
ASPECT Studios and its design team were commissioned by the City of Whitehorse to
create an innovative multi-purpose space with a diverse array of recreation activities and
events within the historic and well-loved Box Hill Gardens. 
Three key concepts have driven the design. Firstly, the creation of a contemporary
recreational and events surface, that progresses from the traditional singular-use sports
court. The surface functions as a �exible community space, providing courts for multiple
sport and recreation activities and areas for public events. 
Secondly, the recycling and reinterpretation of the former tennis club house and clay courts.
Part of the clubhouse has been retained and reused as seating platforms, while recycled
bricks from its demolition have been utilised as feature elements within the construction of
a new toilet block facility and associated brick platforms. The umpire chair and tennis roller
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from the previous clay courts have been salvaged and installed as playful remnants of the
previous life of the site.
 
Thirdly, the use of colour and graphics to encourage use and activity and to create a distinct
surface that differentiates itself from the existing park character. A dynamic and engaging
super graphic de�nes the play areas and creates an iconic and playful destination for the
growing community. 
A 1km long path for walking and running will be added to the space in the near future. The
path will circumnavigate the gardens, with the start and �nish lines dovetailing into the
multi-purpose area.
 
The �nal design of the space successfully embodies a bold contemporary aesthetic with
layers of history and memory, and the careful integration of landscape and built form
elements.
 
Jury citation

This is a transformative project that has a bold and contemporary aesthetic, and is
successful in the way it integrates the history and memories of the site. This project is
acknowledged as a potential model for the conversion of a disused facility into a �exible
space that better meets changing community needs. 
The large �at expanse left by the former tennis courts have been enliven by dynamic
graphic elements that are playful, striking and engaging. The reinterpretation of the history
of the site has been sensitively interwoven into the space by the recycling of building
materials and the salvaging of playful remnants of the former tennis club. 
The jury acknowledges the Box Hill Gardens Multi Purpose Area for demonstrating a shift in
how parks may be used.

 

'Rezza' – Leamington Street Skate Park Upgrade

 
Landscape Architect: City of Darebin
Location: 73 Leamington Street, Reservoir
 

Leamington Street Skate Park or 'Rezza' as it is known by the locals, is located in an out of
the way section of Edwardes Lake Park, Reservoir, on an old tip site sandwiched between
an ancient lawn bowls club and cracked clay tennis courts. At �rst glance the site appears
dilapidated, with trees struggling to grow and a sea of undulating asphalt trying to hold
back the rubbish and �ll buried below like children's toys under a rug. 
Around mid-2000, Darebin Youth Services designed and implemented, with the local skater
and BMX communities a small 'street style' Skate Park on the site, gleaning an old netball
court in the corner. The skate park was well loved and valued by the local skaters as it
provided a street style course which was seen in contrast to the popular 'bowl' skating of
the time.
 
However, the 'cherry' that really made the riders come back for more was the integration of
an old-style tram barrier into the park. The bright yellow wedge-like object was unlike
anything that had been considered in a skate park before and which made a direct
reference to the urbane objects that street skaters appropriated in the 'everyday landscape'.
It was this object and this idea of the appropriation of the everyday urban object as skate
obstacle that triggered the next incarnation of the skate park. With the increase in riders
using the park, so came a desire to expand the park's boundaries. Darebin Youth Services
working closely with Council Landscape Architects at the time, plotted the takeover of a
further two half netball courts in order to accommodate their plans for expansion.
 
The Youth Services and council landscape architects collaborated, consulting with local
youth, skaters and BMX riders to start to develop the ideas of what the extension might
look like. Youth Services had a long-standing relationship working with the local skate
community and had developed a strong relationship of trust. 
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What came out of this dialogue was that everyone wanted to keep the existing aesthetic of
the Rezza Skate Park: keep it rough, keep it dirty and keep it 'ghetto'. The decision to build
upon the street style skate park also was a pragmatic one. The fact the site was moving and
receding in particular locations due to the unstable subgrade, meant that excavation below
500mm was not possible, so this cancelled out any possibility of building a bowl or even
installing large footing required for ramps. 
The step that followed was to �nd or design the objects. Youth Services had already
gleaned an old steel slide that had been modi�ed by a local steel engineer from a
playground. The slide set a precedent for the design approach and con�rmation that we
could design a skate park from 'found'/ donated urban objects that could be modi�ed into
unique skate obstacles.
 
Darebin then engaged Aaron Wallace from Playce to assist the next stage of the design,
helping Council staff and the local skaters to develop a wish list of great skate objects and
how they would be arranged on site to create a challenging and interesting skate park.
Together, a wish list of items was developed, as well as a list of agencies who we thought
might have these objects 'lying around'. Council landscape architects then went to work
calling Victrack, Vicroads, Yarra Trams to see if they were interested donating some 'left
over junk' to the skate park project. Meeting these staff and getting tours of off the track
storage facilities in Niddrie and Spotswood on wintery days and having tours of under the
Westgate Bridge to �nd bits of concrete, were all part of the job for council's landscape
architects. 
Arranging cranes to collect the objects, working with skaters and consultants to modify
objects and describing to steel engineers the importance of creating steel objects that
emulate a sign pole that has been hit by a car and which sticks out at a 45 degree angle
were all part of the conversations for months in preparation for the new skate park ('Yes
Mick, its called a 'pole jam' and the skaters launch off it. We need it about 1 meter in length,
on a 45 degree angle and it needs to be �ush with the ground – it needs to look like its
coming out of the ground').
 
Suf�ce to say, the project was installed with much anticipation, with local skaters breaking
in over the steel site fencing every other night to ride each new obstacle as it was installed
– sometimes even riding on semi- wet concrete (much to our dismay). The skate park is
now complete and has become one of the hottest spots to ride in town, even attracting
international pro skaters to this northern pocket of Darebin. 
The development of this community resource illustrates how skate parks can be used as
devices to activate otherwise derelict and undervalued urban spaces. It is this setting that
provides a perfect refuge for the local boys and girls to hang out, shoot hoops, and kick a
ball and skate without interruption. The site has become an unintentional Youth Precinct.
 
Jury citation

This small project by Darebin Council landscape architects provides an inspiring example of
how an engaging consultation process can defy budgetary constraints to transform left-
over space into a catalyst for social inclusion.
The project demonstrates an energetic collaboration between Darebin Council Landscape
Architects, Youth workers with specialist advice from Playce Consultants to propose an
urban style street skatepark. Council Landscape Architects sourced recycled urbanobjects
from the street and from donations by VicRoads, Yarra trams, Bundoora park and Resevoir
Council depot. The consultation process engaged youth groups and residents intensively
throughout the process, with the local BMX-ers and skateboarders helping design the
placement of the urban objects on site.
The result is a well-loved urban skate park that provides a place to reach out and support
local teenagers.

 

Pod Playground

Landscape Architect: TCL (Taylor Cullity Lethlean)
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Location: The National Arboretum
 
Australia has a new National Arboretum. Located in Canberra, this important cultural facility
is host to 100 forests of rare and endangered trees from around the world. This legacy
project with important environmental and conservation messages will live beyond our
lifetimes. 
The opportunity to design a play space as part of the 100 forests facility offered an
opportunity to creatively engage children with the beauty of trees and we hope, foster a
life-long connection to this remarkable environment.
 
Using the idea of seeds as the beginning life amongst the forest, children and their families
can enter a fantasy world of exaggerated scales. A play space with giant acorns �oating in
the sky, and enormous banksia cones nestled on the forest �oor. 
The design recognises that play is a vital social development and educational tool for
children of all ages, and is particularly important when it assists in forming relationships to
its landscape, climate and surrounding context. The world amongst the giant seeds aims to
stimulate spontaneity and creativity, to foster the imagination and to challenge and
encourage con�dence with growth.
 
Within the arboretum sits a large copse of cork oaks. This copse was planted in 1917 at the
instigation of Walter Burley Grif�n and has been periodically harvested for cork ever since.
The play space takes inspiration from this forest of oaks and has catapulted their acorns
from their forest �oor to land atop of a hill, somewhat larger. Here, they rest, taking on
anthropomorphic qualities. 
A combination of Pinus macrocarpus timber battens and red cedar shingles clad a delicate
steel �nned fame. A clever structural solution put to TCL by Agency of Sculpture during the
fabrication process.
 
The toddler play area draws inspiration from our weird and wonderful native �ora. Glass
reinforced concrete Banksia seed pods rest within a sand pit with banksia seed 'lips'
attached to the external forms, inviting children’s curiosity to these strange looking
creatures. 
Here, toddlers are invited to dig, bury and make noise. Bamboo chimes, bongo drums and a
thongophone animate the play structures. 
A large custom designed �shing net and birds nest swings provide elevated views to the
broader arboretum, strategically placed adjacent to the Central Valley and in orientation to
the Arboretums large sculpture entitled, 'wide brown land'.
 
The playground aims to pursue wonder, imagination and enchantment. It was designed to
encourage �exibility and spontaneity in play. The play space challenges the conventional
idea of play environments and demonstrates how a play destination can not only meet
stringent play standards yet offer a unique play experience for all. 
It is the result of a brave and trusting client and a collaborative group of designers, artisans,
sculptors, fabricators, contractors and play suppliers.
 
Jury citation

The sheer joy of design is evident in this play space. The result suggests a wonderfully
collaborative relationship between the designers, the fabricators and the contractors. It
suggests they had as much fun designing and building the space as the children now have
using it. 
The outcome is beautifully designed and executed, balances safety requirements and offers
a diverse range of play experiences for all abilities. A �tting playground for the National
Arboreteum.
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