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Library and information center management approaches the subject in a fairly conven-
tional manner, dealing with the traditional management tasks of planning, organising, 
controlling and directing (leading). It provides detailed chapters covering each area in a 
clear, if wordy, manner, with innumerable notable quotes throughout. There is a heavy 
emphasis on well-known theoretical models but not a lot of effort to relate these di-
rectly back to the work-a-day library world. Thus in the section on motivation, for 
instance, there is an introduction, discussion of Maslow, Herzberg, Vroom, Behaviour 
modification (a bit unusual to be so blunt these days) and a short summary of how 
managers should motivate. There is no mention of the problems of employing part-
time staff, volunteers, difficult shifts. 

The appendices, which cover the last 100 pages, are interesting examples of actual 
policies and procedures from academic and large public libraries. These include mis-
sion statements from Harvard, position descriptions from the Boston Public Library, 
organisation charts and budgets. There are also extensive bibliographies at the end of 
each chapter directing the reader to a host of other material. 

This is a well-bound and produced volume. It is packed with detail and no light 
read. It is aimed directly at students and as such provides a good outline of accepted 
management theories and practices -useful for those with little or no prior knowl-
edge. However, it offers little to stimulate original or unorthodox approaches to situa-
tions. For the practitioner, it is of less direct use, although those in large institutional 
libraries may find the appendices useful. 

Bob Pymm, National Film and Sound Archive 

An immensely valuable archive 
Myers, Robin, and Harris, Michael, eds The stationers' company and the book trade, 1550-1990. 
Publishing pathways. Winchester: St Paul's Bibliographies: New Castle, DE: Oak Knoll Press, 1997. 
21 Op price not reported hard ISBN 1873040334 (UK) ISBN 1884718450 (US) 

THE PAPERS PRESENTED HERE COVER THE EARLY HISTORY OF THE WORSHIPFUL COMP&'\'Y of 
Stationers (a separate volume will cover the post-1800 history). Such a collect-
ion of papers cannot be a substitute for a history of the company, but the authors 

have collectively gathered much new material, thereby enriching our knowledge of the 
company. If the individual papers are too detailed and specific to sustain the attention 
of those with a general interest in the history of the book, there is little doubt that this 
volume will be essential reading for researchers and specialists in the areas covered by 
the contributors, and so should find a place in all research libraries. 

The archives of the company remained largely inaccessible until the 20th century, 
and those who did manage to gain access were interested almost solely in literary mat-
ters, such as the registering of copyrights, especially of the Elizabethan and Jacobean 
playwrights. The opening up of the archives, and the recent efforts of Robin Myers in 
cataloguing and microfilming the company manuscripts, has changed this. The value 
of this archive to historians is indicated by the essays presented here. 

Ann Saunders uses the company records and plans to explore the history of the 
Stationers' Company buildings from the companys acquisition of the site, and the de-
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struction of the buildings in the Great Fire of london, to the rebuilding thereafter. jean 
Tsushima uses the membership rolls of the company and imprints in printed books to 
further her researches on the members of the Artillery Company; and Philip jones also 
uses the rolls and imprints for his essay on Wales and the Stationers' Company. Robin 
Myers uses the papers of George Hawkins (a printer of the mid-18th century) to com-
pile a bio-bibliography. 

Others essays discuss the company and the activity of its members without drawing 
their documentation from Stationers' Hall. Peter Blayney, for example, uses letters and 
Public Record Office documents to give a detailed account of the influence of William 
Cecil, Principal Secretary of State and Licenser of the Press. Ian Gadd investigates issues 
of language and class in the 17th century, in particular through the way in which the 
word 'mechanick' was defined at different times, and for different purposes, in public 
documents. 

The paper of outstanding interest, though, is that by Warren McDougall on the 
Irish-Scottish trade in piracies in the late 18th century Some writers have maintained 
that there was little trade in Irish piracies, but it is clear from this essay that this was not 
the case. An examination of customs letterbooks and the letters of a number of book-
sellers has enabled McDougall to paint a very detailed picture of the trade in piracies, 
and the ineffective attempts of the customs officials to stop it. It is a story full of interest: 
the accidental discovery of contraband goods by customs officials, the reward, and the 
follow-up searches by newly-enthusiastic officials revealing more, and still more books, 
with Irish imprints, with 'london' imprints, with no imprint - the title-leaves having 
been removed. Then there is the correspondence of concerned copyright holders, and 
of rather less concerned importers of copyright-infringing piracies, with simple advice 
on how to avoid the customs officials, and how to sell contraband books. 

The fact that the customs documents and associated correspondence quoted often 
give details of author, title and edition opens up the possibility that copies of these 
piracies can be identified. An examination and proper description of these piracies may 
facilitate the identification of others for which there is no documentation, and so lead to 
a better understanding of the extent of the trade in piracies. 

Patrick Spedding, Monash University 

What the book [as distinct 
from the text] can teach us 
Rota, Anthony Apart from the text. Pinner, Mddx: Private Libraries Association; New Castle, DE, 
1998. 253p £24.00 (£12.00 PLA members) hard ISBN 1900002476 

THO:-.iY ROTA IS A DISTI:--IGUSHED A:--ITIQUARIA:-.i BOOKSELLER 1:--1 BRITA!:--!, the last thirty 
ears as Head of Bertram Rota ltd. Apart from the text is published and distrib-
ted by the Private Libraries Association (UK) and the Oak Knoll Press (US). It 

is in some ways a curiously old-fashioned book, or rather one that could have been 
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