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Theme 1: Pedagogy and Curriculum

A Walk in the Park: Creating Experiential Learning Opportunities for Co-requisite Writing Students
Susan Lago, Lecturer, English, Queensborough Community College, United States

Our communities face a looming erosion of our natural spaces as Earth’s climate changes. This is especially true in urban 
areas, a sea change that demands that we develop innovative solutions to environmental challenges. A corresponding shift 
is also taking place on community college campuses where%remediation that addresses the needs of diverse multicultural, 
plurilingual, and intersectional communities is rapidly changing.%This paper will%address these changes and their impact 
on%this%diverse range of student-writers%by%sharing%the development of an intercultural curriculum for co-requisite 
writing classes that engages meaningfully with nature through the reading of Henry David Thoreau’s Walden, and a hands-on 
experience with the natural world, thereby helping students think critically about issues of climate change while improving 
reading and writing skills.%This paper will demonstrate how bringing nature into co-requisite courses provides opportunities 
for educators to create learning experiences that help students reclaim their environments, both inside and outside of the 
classroom.

Developing a Recipe for Course Completion: Support Through Positive Pedagogy
Tammy R Smith, Senior Lecturer - Education Fellow, Monash Rural Health, Faculty of Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences, 
Monash University, Australia
Silvia Vogel, Special Projects Officer - eLearning, Monash University, Australia

Access to education through learning management systems (LMS) increases course options available to students. However, 
the gap between enrolments and course completion is a concern. Through this project we seek to identify the ingredients 
important in supporting students through to course completion, regardless of whether they are studying online, blended or 
face-to-face. Where teaching academics do not have education qualifications, expecting them to master educational theory 
and practice without assistance is unrealistic. Knowing this, a team of educationalists and eLearning specialists is collaborating 
to bring together key educational ingredients into sound, theory-based learning templates/plans, as support for these teaching 
academics. Although this pilot is being conducted with online units, the principles are transferable across delivery modes. In 
tandem with supported instruction, this project aims to develop a flexible recipe for course completion that builds student 
confidence, competence and a sense of belonging through purposeful: Teacher-student/student-student communication and 
interaction, Assessment and activities with clear instructions showing purpose and alignment, Organisation of information in 
learning management systems Pathways leading students through their chosen course. We are changing the way our learning 
management system is used and the way interaction within it is undertaken, so that it becomes a vibrant, easily navigable 
space where ideas are generated, accessed and shared rather than using it as a repository where notes and readings are 
deposited and stored. Online units are being transformed into interactive teaching and learning communities. The project is in 
its infancy, but already we have requests to expand it further.

Development of a Theme Based Learning Introductory Biology Curriculum: Enhancing Student Engagement in 
Non-major Biology Courses
Roberto Frontera Suau, Professor, Natural Sciences, Elizabeth City State University, United States

Principles of Biological Sciences (BIOL 100) is a non-majors service course traditionally taught as a lecture intensive survey 
course. This course has been redesigned using a Theme-Based Learning model with the goal of increasing student 
engagement and learning outcomes without compromising content. Assessment strategies were also modified accordingly 
both in frequency, diversity and feedback mechanisms. Pre- and Post-test multiple choice data was gathered in three 
online sections of the survey course and compared with mirror data from three online sections of the Theme-Based course. 
Student satisfaction levels were also assessed via surveys. Students on the Theme-Based curriculum show overall increased 
performance in a multiplechoice assessment of selected content when compared to the students in the traditional survey 
course. Self-reported student satisfaction, engagement, and learning impact levels were also found to increase in the Theme-
Based course.


