
to respond to changes observed during the treatment course. Three Clinical

Specialist Radiation Therapist (CSRT) were recruited to develop this process

for clinical implementation.

Methods: Competency on image interpretation, contouring, image registra-

tion and dosimetric image assessment were developed through weekly meeting

with a multidisciplinary team. Based on the clinical expertise on the treatment

technique and workflow, each of the 3 CSRTs was assigned to identify site-

specific requirements by simulating the dose tracking process for the head

and neck, lung and prostate treatment sites.

Results: The CSRTs collaborated with radiation Physicists in validating the

tools for the dose tracking process and developed site specific workflows.

With the wealth of clinical experience, CSRTs were able to identify risk

and limiting factors, and provide valuable feedback to help improve the effi-

ciency of the automating the dose tracking process. In addition, various

research activities were conducted to evaluate the feasibility and efficacy of

adaptive radiotherapy.

Conclusions: The CSRTs will continue on developing the dose tracking pro-

cess for other disease sites and to establish criteria or threshold for adaptive

radiotherapy. Training will be provided to equip other radiation therapists

to be competent in this process.
Becoming an Advanced Practitioner: The Changing Identity of

the Radiation Therapist
Kristie L. Matthewsab, Gillian M. Duchesneac and Marilyn A. Bairda
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Purpose: Radiation therapy advanced practice has been reportedly imple-

mented in several international jurisdictions, however is yet to be compre-

hensively integrated into Australian radiation oncology services. A

doctoral research study has determined many factors that may be influ-

encing the scattered implementation of radiation therapy advanced practi-

tioners (RTAP) in Australia, including conceptual, structural and

functional concerns. The research indicates that one of the key factors influ-

encing the implementation of radiation therapy advanced practice – success-

ful or otherwise - is the changing identity of the radiation therapist in

becoming the advanced practitioner.

Methods: Ethics approved data collection occurred via national online focus

groups, and during interviews and observation at five purposively selected

clinical case study locations. Qualitative data analysis was informed by

grounded theory methodology.

Results: The role of the radiation therapist is well established within each

radiation oncology service. The self-concept of the radiation therapist and

accepted concept of that individual by others within that environment is

generally understood. Research data indicate that the successful introduction

of a RTAP in a service can be influenced by the acceptance or rejection of

the altered concept – or identity - of what a radiation therapist could and

should be. Where the self-concept of the radiation therapist in becoming an

advanced practitioner is accepted by the individual, and agrees with the

concept understood by colleagues, the implementation of an advanced prac-

tice role is more likely to be successful. Conversely, where either the self-

concept of the RTAP in not accepted by the individual, or if the self-

concept of the RTAP is not in alignment with that of managers, oncologists

or peers, the introduction of such a role may not reach anticipated potential

or be sustained.

Conclusions: This paper will explore how becoming an advanced practi-

tioner may influence the integration of radiation therapy advanced practice

within a service. The research suggests that even when the RTAP educa-

tion, training and clinical experience are fit for purpose, unless expecta-

tions around the changing identity of the radiation therapist are

perceived equally by all, successful implementation of advanced practice

may be inhibited.
Conference Proceedings from Leading The Way/Journal of Med
Building for the Future: Laying The Foundations for

Advanced Practice With an Innovative Diagnostic Imaging

Pre-registration Module
Kerry Mills and Donna Dimond

University of the West of England, UK

Purpose: The introduction of an innovative final year undergraduate module

that introduced student radiographers to Advanced Practice Musculoskeletal

clinical examination.

Methods: The module married musculoskeletal Image Interpretation of the

appendicular and axial skeleton with an appreciation and understanding of

the basics of musculoskeletal clinical examinations, both aspects being exam-

ined by an objective structured practical image interpretation examination

and a practical assessment of the student’s clinical examination proficiencies

on a patient.

Results: The module was well received by the learners who appreciated the

introduction to a potential area of advanced practice within radiography.

Upon qualification, the learners will possess and understand the full clin-

ical significance of musculoskeletal examination both pre and post imag-

ing allowing them to partake in informed discussion regarding patient

pathways with other healthcare practitioners and as a result will have

the potential to positively impact on patient experience and outcomes.

By introducing a ‘taster’ advanced practice skill set at an undergraduate

level it will enable the learners to better visualise, adapt and transcend

to this level of working when they inevitably choose to progress in their

careers.

Conclusions: Undergraduate learners are better equipped to aid and evaluate

patient clinical pathways with additional knowledge to understand and appre-

ciate the crucial role of imaging and the interpretation of such, upon timely

and effective patient care.
Are Sonographers Advanced Practitioners? A Survey of

Sonographers’ Opinions on Their Level of Practice Analysed
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Purpose: Sonographers were the first group of radiographers to extend their

roles beyond the confines of traditional radiographic practice and they have

continued to develop expertise in clinical ultrasound. Anecdotally most

consider themselves to be advanced practitioners due to the extension of their

role to include the production of a written interpretive report. There is a

paucity of published information about advanced practice activities of radiog-

rapher sonographers. Most of the research on advanced practice in the radi-

ography profession concerns radiographers who independently report

radiographs. Understanding and development of advanced practice will be

central to the implementation of the newly developed sonographer career pro-

gression framework to support the latest bid for professional registration of

sonographers in the United Kingdom.

Methods: This study aimed to review the sonographers’ opinions about their

roles in relation to advanced practice. Readily available set criteria for the

accreditation of radiographer advanced practitioners was chosen as a reference

standard for the study. Data on sonographer activities in the four functions of

advanced practice was obtained via an online survey. Data was coded accord-

ing to emergent themes and analysed.

Results: Of the survey respondents, 79% identified themselves as advanced

practitioners. 12% of respondents fulfilled the criteria set out in the reference

standard advanced practitioner assessment criteria.

Conclusions: There is evidence of confusion about the definition of advanced

practice and extended role and the terms are commonly conflated. Many re-

spondents did not appear to ascribe value to non-clinical work and it is

possible that some respondents are undertaking advanced practice but do

not conceptualise their activities as such.
ical Imaging and Radiation Sciences 49 (2018) S1-S15 S11
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