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Professor Ray Bingham
Professor Raymond Bingham is a research professor at the University of Michigan Transportation Research Institute (UMTRI), where he heads 
the Young Driver Behavior and Injury Prevention group. He is also a research professor in the Department of Health Behavior and Health 
Education of the University of Michigan School of Public Health, and in the Department of Psychiatry of the University of Michigan Medical 
School. At UMTRI his research interests are in unintentional injury prevention, with a primary focus on young drivers, alcohol use, and program 
development and evaluation. Professor Bingham’s research has been funded by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the 
National Center for Injury Prevention and Control, the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism, the National Institute for Child 
Health and Human Development, Toyota, and various other private and state agencies, organisations, and corporations.

Associate Professor Diana Bowman
Dr Diana Bowman is an Associate Professor in the Department of Health Management and Policy and the Risk Science Center, School of 
Public Health, at the University of Michigan, and a visiting scholar at the Faculty of Law, KU Leuven. Diana’s research has focused primarily 
on legal and policy issues relating to new technologies, including nanotechnologies, and public health law. Diana is the co-editor of five 
books including International Handbook on Regulating Nanotechnologies (2010, with Hodge and Maynard) and International Handbook on 
Road Safety (forthcoming, with Fitzharris and Billingsley). Diana earned a BSc (Physiology), a LLB and a PhD (Law) from Monash University. 
In August 2011, she was admitted to practice as a Barrister and Solicitor of the Supreme Court of Victoria (Australia). 

Dr Bruce Corben 
Following 20 years as a road safety practitioner in the traffic engineering, management and design fields, Bruce has been a research 
academic at Monash University Accident Research Centre in Australia since 1993.  His early research interests included improving the 
safety of pedestrians, motorcyclists, roadsides and intersections, through infrastructure design, speed management and, more recently, 
road safety strategy development and target-setting.  A strong research theme involves innovative solutions based on the world’s best 
practice in road safety.  Bruce’s work has found practical application at national and state levels, in Australia and New Zealand, as well 
as internationally, to guide best-practice infrastructure investment and develop high-impact road safety strategies.  Bruce has worked 
extensively in leading multi-disciplinary research teams seeking practical outcomes and widespread application. Bruce’s PhD was in 
achieving low risk traffic environments for pedestrians.  After 20 years as a transport safety academic, Bruce has established Corben 
Consulting with the aim of taking road safety practice to ambitious new levels.

Ms Samantha Cockfield
Samantha has been involved in the road safety field for 20 years. She began her career as an economist working on the development 
and evaluation of the Victoria’s first blackspot (road infrastructure) program before moving into project management and program 
development. In her current role she manages a team of road safety and research professionals who undertake a broad range of research, 
analytical, program development and project management tasks.

Samantha holds positions on a number of committees including the Victorian Motorcycle Advisory Group, the Australasian New Car 
Assessment Program Council, the Australian Novice Driver Trial Committee and Victorian Road Safety Management Committee. Samantha 
has qualifications in Economics, Political Sciences and Business Administration.

Professor Lesley Day
Professor Lesley Day is Acting Director at the Monash Injury Research Institute (MIRI), Monash University. She is also head of two research 
units at MIRI: the Falls Prevention Research, and Victorian Injury Surveillance Units, and is supporting the development of occupational 
injury research at MIRI. As a public health researcher, Lesley has broad expertise in injury epidemiology and the design and evaluation of 
injury interventions. 

Associate Professor Michael Fitzharris
Associate Professor Michael Fitzharris is an Associate Director at MUARC where he leads the Regulation and In-depth Crash Investigations team. 
He also works within the Injury Outcomes Research Unit at the Monash Injury Research Institute, and holds an Honorary position at the National 
Trauma Research Institute (NTRI). Previously he was the Foundation Director of MUARC at Monash South Africa in Johannesburg (2008-2010). 
He completed his PhD in psychology (Monash, 2006) which examined the physical and mental health consequences (including PTSD and 
depression) of serious injury sustained in road crashes. Michael is the chief investigator of the Transport Accident Commission funded Enhanced 
Crash Investigation System (ECIS).

Michael has extensive experience in the development and use of in-depth crash investigation data in Australia and overseas. Using this 
data, as well as ambulance, crash, and hospital databases, his research has examined the effectiveness of new vehicle safety technology and 
the likely benefits of regulation, including frontal and side airbags, enhanced braking, early warning collision systems, alcohol interlocks and 
crash notification systems. His work has influenced Australian Design Rules on ESC and supported the recently approved United Nations Global 
Technical Regulation (GTR-14) on Pole Side Impact crashes. Michael maintains a strong research program in examining the consequences of 
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road trauma through an Evaluation of the TAC 2015 Strategy with Associate Professor Alex Collie (ISCRR) and Professor Belinda Gabbe (DEPM) 
at Monash University. Michael is the lead Editor on the International Handbook on Road Safety (forthcoming, with Billingsley and Bowman), has 
published over 150 papers and reports, and contributed to both the WHO Global Status Report on Road Safety (2009) and the WHO – ISCOS 
International Perspectives on Spinal Cord Injury (2013).

Professor H. Clay Gabler
Clay Gabler is a Professor of Biomedical Engineering at the Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University (Virginia Tech). He is the Ass. 
Department Head of Graduate Studies in Biomedical Engineering and serves as an Associate Director of the Centre for Injury Biomechanics. 
Prior to accepting an appointment at Virginia Tech in 2005, Dr Gabler served as a research program manager at the US National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration. Dr Gabler received his PhD in Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering from Princeton University. 

Professor Gabler has active research programs underway in vehicle crashworthiness, active safety systems, injury biomechanics, 
motorcycle crash safety, advanced occupant restraint performance, and event data recorders. To date, he has published over 150 technical 
papers and a book in these areas of research. Dr Gabler is a Fellow of the Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE) and the Association for 
the Advancement of Automotive Medicine (AAAM).  He is an Associate Editor for the journal Traffic Injury Prevention and serves on several 
National Academy of Sciences advisory panels on highway crash safety. Dr Gabler is the recipient of the SAE Lloyd L. Withrow Distinguished 
Speaker Award (2008), the SAE Ralph H. Isbrandt Award (2005), the SAE Ralph R. Teetor Award (2003), a Dwight D. Eisenhower Fellowship 
(2001), Princeton’s Luigi Crocco Prize (1995), and a Guggenheim Fellowship (1992).  
 

Professor Russell Gruen
Russell Gruen is Professor of Surgery and Public Health at Monash University, a general and trauma surgeon at The Alfred, and Director of the 
National Trauma Research Institute (NTRI). 

Professor Gruen graduated in medicine at the University of Melbourne (1992) and received the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons (RACS) 
fellowship in general surgery (2005). He completed a PhD on access to surgical services from remote Aboriginal communities (2004), a Harkness 
Fellowship in Health Policy and a Fellowship in Medical Ethics at Harvard (2002-3), and a Fellowship in Trauma Surgery and Surgical Critical Care at 
University of Washington, Seattle (2005-6). Professor Gruen has also been awarded an NHMRC Practitioner Fellowship, a James IV Association of 
Surgeons Traveling Fellowship, and the 2013 RACS John Mitchell Crouch Fellowship, the top academic award of the RACS. 

He has published over 100 articles, which have been cited over 1000 times, many in top international journals. He has received research 
funding totalling more than $15 million, including a prehospital trial of tranexamic acid in severely injured patients, leads a Centre of Excellence 
in Traumatic Brain Injury Research for the Victorian Transport Accident Commission, a program grant to improve management of traumatic brain 
injury, and a 4-year Australian-Indian Government Grand Challenge Fund Award for research on “Reducing the burden of injury in India and 
Australia through improved systems of care”.

Professor Gruen chairs the Australian Trauma Quality Improvement Program steering committee, co-convenes the Asia Pacific Trauma Quality 
Improvement Network, and is leading development of a trauma systems knowledge base for the WHO Global Alliance for Care of the Injured. He 
is a member of the RACS Trauma Committee, the RACS Board of Surgical Research, and is the Australian National Delegate to the International 
Society of Surgery.

Adjunct Professor Mike Lenné
Mike Lenné is an Adjunct Research Professor at the Monash University Accident Research Centre. He was awarded a PhD in Experimental 
Psychology from Monash University in 1998 and has spent the last 17 years working in human factors roles in both government and University 
settings, the most recent appointment being as a Professor at the Monash University Accident Research Centre where he led the Human Factors 
research team for nearly eight years. His research, and that of the team he led, used driving simulators and instrumented vehicles to study 
the impacts of in-vehicle technologies and road design on driver behaviour, and to measure driver responses to distraction, drowsiness and 
other forms of impairment. His current research with Monash examines the impact of intersection and rail level crossing design on road user 
performance. 

Professor Mark Stevenson
Professor Mark Stevenson is an epidemiologist and Director of the Monash University Accident Research Centre;   Professor, School of Public 
Health and Preventative Medicine, Monash University, Honorary Professor in the Sydney Medical School, University of Sydney, and the Peking 
University Health Science Centre, China as well as the Advisor for the Saudi Aramco Chair in Traffic Safety.  He has over 20 years of experience in 
road safety research in Australia and the Asia Pacific region.  He is a National Health and Medical Research Council (Australia) Fellow and advisor 
for injury to the Director General of the World Health Organisation. 

Prof Stevenson has worked on numerous national and international projects that have directly influenced policy and worked with both 
Federal and State Governments in Australia and internationally. He has led many research groups and is internationally recognized in the field of 
road injury research having conducted numerous ground-breaking studies, including those focused on driver distraction (mobile phone use while 
driving) and young driver safety. Other examples include research related to childhood pedestrian injuries, alcohol-related road traffic injury, and 
heavy vehicle crashes and sleep-related disorders.
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MUARC-TAC Road Safety Seminar

AGENDA

  13.00 Arrival and refreshments

  13.15 Welcome & Introduction
	 Professor	Lesley	Day,	Monash	Injury	Research	Institute

  13.20 Development and evaluation of an evidence based parent coaching guide for learner teen drivers. 
	 Professor	Ray	Bingham,	University	of	Michigan	Transportation	Research	Institute

  13:45 Sorry officer, I wasn’t driving – my car was: Some legal and regulatory implications for automated
 vehicle technologies and driverless cars
	 Associate	Professor	Diana	Bowman,	University	of	Michigan

  14.10 Opportunities for the reduction of serious-to-fatal Injuries in vehicle-guardrail collisions
	 Professor	Clay	Gabler,	Virginia	Tech

  14:35 From one-to-many: applying insights from in-depth crash investigations from ECIS to the development 
 of safe systems infrastructure solutions. 
	 Dr	Bruce	Corben,	Corben	Consulting

  15:00 Afternoon Tea

  15:20 Optimising the post-crash response
	 Professor	Russell	Gruen,	Director	National	Trauma	Research	Institute,	The	Alfred

  15:45 The road to recovery: the impact of serious injury and the ‘hidden road toll’
	 Associate	Professor	Michael	Fitzharris

  16:15 Panel Discussion:

 Panel Facilitator	–	Ms	Samantha	Cockfield,	TAC
	 Ray	Bingham,	Diana	Bowman,	Bruce	Corben,	Michael	Fitzharris,	Clay	Gabler,	Russell	Gruen,	 
	 Mike	Lenné,	Mark	Stevenson

  16:55 Close – Professor	Lesley	Day,	Monash	Injury	Research	Institute


