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Abstract 
While working within the pressures of a crowded curriculum, teachers often have to devise innovative 
ways of teaching in order to best serve their students. In the Chinese context, such intuitive, on-the-
spot decision-making is met with additional challenges, such as large classrooms and increasingly 
diversified learner profiles. A quick but ineffective way of approaching such challenges is to ignore 
individual differences among learners and making assumptions about their learning aspirations. Such 
practices, however practical, oversimplifies their needs which have changed due to not only 
technology and socio-economics, but because of our better understanding through research of 
learners’ various physical and learning abilities, life experiences, learning preferences and varying 
levels of readiness. 

This presentation discusses why homogenising the needs of our students as ‘typical’ English as a 
Foreign Language (EFL) learners can do a great disservice to their learning. We live in a time when a 
one-size-fits-all approach to teaching is seen as socially unjust and inequitable. Based on the principles 
of social justice and equity, one way of offering a more responsive approach to teaching is through 
differentiated instruction - an approach that allows teachers to accommodate students' diverse 
learning needs by acknowledging and respecting their individual differences. 

In particular, this presentation will show how differentiated instruction can be practised without 
meeting the demands of the latest technology or abundant resources, and in large classrooms. It will 
offer practical ideas on how we can provide equitable, socially just and fair learning opportunities to 
all students in a manner in which diversity is valued through the adoption of a differentiated 
instruction approach. The presentation also discusses some of the mechanics of managing a 
differentiated classroom and the practicalities of ensuring this within the contextual logistics of 
classrooms in China at a time of great academic diversity. 
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