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Abstract 
The continued dominance of the foreign language teaching industry is often driven by the profit 
motives of the intellectual marketplace. A result of this has been the popularisation of certain 
methods, most of which were developed in wealthy Anglophone countries and founded on the 
fallacious persistence that anything imported from there is advanced and effective. Although long 
discredited, native-speakerism still persists in the form of the wide adoption of such methods. Despite 
the eventual popularity of eclectic and post-method pedagogies and the freedom they have afforded 
to language teachers, contemporary teaching realities present newer scenarios that require more 
than appropriate methods, approaches, or styles of teaching.  

We now teach a new generation of learners whose needs cannot any more be addressed by simply 
providing access to technology and developing their digital literacy skills. Despite its wide practice, the 
idea of one-size-fits-all instruction that is inherent in many methods and post-methods, has been 
criticised as not just ineffective but socially unjust and inequitable. In our increasingly diversified 
classrooms, one of our  major challenges is to differentiate our instruction so that individual learning 
needs are addressed in a fair and equitable manner. Post-methods practices that have worked well in 
certain educational, social and cultural contexts cannot be exported wholesale and used in a country 
as culturally and linguistically diverse as Indonesia. One way of differentiating our instruction towards 
a more responsive pedagogy is by creating optimal learning spaces through flexible grouping, which 
can facilitate the development of higher order skills and creativity. 

This presentation problematises the dangers of homogenising and thus oversimplifying the needs of 
our students as ‘typical’ EFL learners. It will also offer ideas on how to move towards a more dynamic 
curriculum in which diversity is valued through the adoption of a differentiated instruction approach. 
In particular, we look at the EFL environment in Indonesia and consider how to adopt a balanced 
approach between individualised instruction and teaching uniformly in a time of great academic 
diversity in contemporary classrooms. 

Keywords: methods, post-methods, equality, equity, differentiation 

mailto:raqib.chowdhury@monash.edu

	Reconstructing Foreign Language Teaching: Moving Beyond Methods
	Abstract

