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We are pleased to note an increasing interest in the Journal of
Colloid and Interface Science (JCIS). After a massive 40% increase
in manuscript flow to JCIS during 2017, the number of submissions
has continued to increase, and is projected to approach 7000
manuscripts for 2018, more than twice as many submissions as
in year 2013, five years ago. This trend is likely to continue, due
to the increasing impact factor, which took a large step forward
in 2017, to 5.1, placing JCIS as a leading journal in surface and col-
loid chemistry.

Reflecting the durability of JCIS papers, the citation half-life for
JCIS remains high, at 9.7 years, indicating significant impact long
after publication. Although this is certainly good news, it is impor-
tant to look beyond metrics towards the continued development of
JCIS made possible by the increasing inflow of high quality manu-
scripts. There has also been a cosmetic change in the journal since
last year; we now offer selected authors the possibility of publish-
ing, without charge, an image on the cover of the journal.

Continuing the development observed during the last few years,
there has been an increase in manuscripts describing applications
of surface and colloid chemistry involving advanced materials,
energy, environmental technologies, nanomedicine, and recently
also catalysis. Publications in these and related areas continue to
attract considerable attention. Also from a scientific perspective,
such studies are valuable, as they often combine several sub-areas
of surface and colloid chemistry within the same study, and are
ambitious in scope and research translation. With the increasing
number of manuscripts submitted to JCIS, it is important to focus
attention on the review process, particularly considering the
expectation of the authors for an efficient and rapid review pro-
cess, while at the same time there is an increasing fraction of
authors declining to participate in the peer review assessment of
manuscripts submitted by other authors. Such ‘reviewer fatigue’
is a phenomenon observed by many journals and not restricted
to JCIS. In any case, maintaining quality of the review process is
key, and thus we are taking various measures to increase our
reviewer base, as well as the quality of the reviews. For instance:
activities aimed at building a community around JCIS more gener-
ally (JCIS conference), by concerted efforts directed at young inves-
tigators (invited young investigator papers), and by measures for
improving the editorial process around the reviews. Securing a
solid peer review process is vital also for ensuring reliability of
papers published, and for reducing the occurrence of scientific mis-
conduct and fraud. In these days of fact erosion and fact resistance,
the reliability of Science, as well as the standing of Science in Soci-
ety, is increasingly threatened. Reflecting this development, the
Chinese Government has issued a new set of rules for scientific
conduct during the spring, but the phenomenon is a universal
one, spanning all nations. Hence, it is important that every journal,
JCIS included, continue to take active measures to reduce the risk
of fraudulent behaviour. These include, for example, implementa-
tion of CrossCheck in the review process for checking of text iden-
tity/similarity with published literature, work to increase the
number of reviewers assessing each manuscript, reduced use of
reviewers with non-institutional domain addresses, use of sharp-
ened editorial practices that focus on statistical reliability of data,
and encouragement of authors to share data or links to data sets.

Key to the development of JCIS has been retaining a relatively
small team of editors, in order to facilitate coherence in editorial
practices, as well as a common view of journal development.
Despite being a relatively small team, we strive to be engaged in
all stages of the manuscript evaluation process. To enable this, JCIS
employs a multi-step review process, in which every submitted
manuscript is first closely scrutinized by one of the Editors. For
manuscripts meeting requirements of scientific quality, antici-
pated interest to the broad JCIS readership, and clarity of presenta-
tion, external review by carefully selected experts represents the
next step in the review process. Based on this process, we provide
(frequently detailed) feedback to the authors as to ways in which
the manuscript can be improved with regards to increased quality,
clarity and impact. The purpose of this process is to help the
authors to reach the full potential of their papers.

We are always open to hear how JCIS can be further improved.
In order to facilitate such discussions, we organize an annual inter-
national conference on colloid and interface science. This year, the
8th annual conference took place at Fudan University in Shanghai,
allowing interactions among Chinese and other international sci-
entists from no less than 36 countries. As with previous confer-
ences in this series, we are happy to note positive feedback
regarding the quality of the scientific program, as well as in regards
to gender equality, venue, and overall organization. Having just
completed the conference in Shanghai, we are already at work on
planning the next conference, to be held in the popular resort of
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Sitges, Barcelona, Spain, June 16–19, 2019, and we hope to see you
there!

Finally, we warmly thank all Authors, Reviewers, and Editorial
Advisory Board members for their continued contributions to our
journal.
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