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Abstract 
Background: Colorectal cancers (CRCs) including colon, rectum and anal cancers are the third most prevalent can-
cers in the world. There are strong evidence showing the risk of the cigarette smoking, alcohol use, low physical activi-
ty and some types of diets in CRCs; however, few studies explored the relationship between opium use and CRCs. 
This study aimed to investigate the association between opioid use and the incidence of CRCs.  
Methods: In a population-based matched case-control study in Kerman, Iran, 175 patients with colorectal cancers and 
350 healthy controls (matched for age, sex, and place of residence) were interviewed from Sep 2014 to Nov 2014. 
Opium and its derivatives, cigarette, alcohol, and diet use were collected using a valid and reliable questionnaire. Con-
ditional logistic regression was used to estimate odds ratios with 95% confidence intervals.  
Results: The use of opioids was associated with an increased risk of CRCs (adjusted odds ratio= 4. 5, 95% CI: 2. 4-8. 
7). In addition, a dose-response relationship was observed between the cumulative use of opioids and the incidence of 
CRCs (with low use OR=3. 7; 95% CI: 1. 5-8. 6 and high use OR= 8. 0; 95% CI: 2. 9-21. 7). This dose-response rela-
tionship was also strong in patients with colon cancers, with OR= 3. 9 (95% CI: 1. 5-9. 9) and 9. 4 (95% CI: 3. 3-27. 0) 
for the low and high uses of opioids, respectively.  
Conclusion: Opioid use can lead to an increased risk of CRCs. Therefore, it is necessary to implement preventive 
policies to control the use of opioids.  
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Introduction 
 
Colorectal cancers (CRCs) including colon, rec-
tum and anal cancers are the third most prevalent 
cancers in the world (1). The incidence of these 
types of cancers has a vast geographical diversity, 
so that these cancers are among the first three 
cancers in the world and include 8 percent of all 
deaths attributable to cancer annually (2). More 
than 60% of deaths from cancer can be attributed 
to gastrointestinal cancers such as the CRCs in 
Iran (3-4). These cancers have had a considerable 
increase in developing countries including Iran, 
despite their low incidence in recent years com-
pared with developed countries (5-7). It is the 
third most common in Iranian men after gastric 
and prostate cancers. Recently, these cancers 
have increased 5% in women and 17% in men (8 
-9). In addition, these cancers occur at an earlier 
age than ever before and the incidence in the age 
groups less than 40 yr is almost five times the rest 
of the world that indicates the differences in risk 
factors among the younger age in Iran compared 
to developed countries (3-4, 9-10).  
Although Iran is among the countries where the 
incidence of CRCs in all age groups is lower than 
the other parts of the world, but colon cancer has 
had the highest increase in recent years (11). In 
2013, the results of a study in Kerman Province 
showed that CRCs had an increasing trend and it 
is predicted that the annual incidence of these 
cancers will increase 6% in the province by 2016 
(12). In addition, in Kerman Province the age-
specific incidence of these cancers in both gend-
ers is rated fourth among all cancers (13). These 
cancers occur in all racial and ethnic groups with 
an evident geographicaland age diversity 
(14)which shows the significant impact of envi-
ronmental and behavioral factors on the inci-
dence of these cancers (3, 6, 14). Previous studies 
have proved the relationship between some risk 
factors such as the high use of red meat (15-16), 
obesity (17), smoking (18), low physical activity 
(17) and low socioeconomic status and the inci-
dence of these cancers (19).  

One of the risk factors associated with various 
cancers questioned by researchers is the use of 
opium and its derivatives. The use of opium and 
its derivatives increased the risk of upper ga-
strointestinal, gastric, and bladder cancers 4. 0, 3. 
0 and 3. 9 times (20-21). In addition, other stu-
dies have proved the use of opium and its deriva-
tives as a risk factor for the cancers of the larynx 
(22), lungs (23), stomach (20, 24-25), bladder (21, 
26-27), oral cavity (28) and esophagus (29-30). 
Despite this evidence, no certain study was found 
about the association between these cancers and 
the use of opioids especially opium, despite its 
widespread use in Iran and around the world (31-
33). Evidence from previous studies refer to the 
high prevalence of drug use in some areas in the 
world (24, 33) and Iran particularly Kerman as 
one of the prevalent areas in Iran (32-34). In ad-
dition, morphine metabolites in the urine of resi-
dents in esophageal cancer high-risk areas in the 
north of Iran are 6 times higher than the low-risk 
areas (35).  

There is a high incidence of opioid use with high 
impurities and additives in Iran (36-37). In addi-
tion, there is a high incidence of gastrointestinal 
cancers especially in the north of Kerman prov-
ince (13), as well as the growing trend of CRCs in 
Iran, especially in Kerman province (12, 38). The 
present case-control study was conducted to in-
vestigate the relationship between the use of 
opioids and the incidence of CRCs in Kerman 
City.  

 
Methods 
 
Sample 
In this matched case-control study, the incidence 
cases were extracted from the Cancer Registry of 
Kerman University of Medical Sciences, Deputy 
of Health, during Jan 2012 to Dec 2014. The in-
cidence cases were diagnosed based on patholog-
ical and clinical data. For each case, two controls 
were matched for age and sex from the neigh-
bors.  
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The sample size was estimated 175 incidence cas-
es based on the odds ratio of at least 2. 0, the 
control to case ratio of 2 to 1, the minimum ex-
posure to opioid derivatives in the general popu-
lation 20%, and the study power of 0. 8. After a 
phone call to the subjects and their families, a 
specific date and time was set for an interview. In 
order to reduce non-response, when people did 
not cooperate via phone calls, they were visited in 
person. Matching was based on two criteria in-
cluding sex and age (±5). The nearest and first 
neighbor on the right side of the case home who 
had the inclusion criteria and willingness to coo-
perate in the study was selectedas the matched 
control. If the control was not home or did not 
want to cooperate, the next neighbor was ap-
proached. In addition, oral informed consent was 
taken before the interviews.  
 
Tools and methods of data collection 
Data were collected using a questionnaire con-
sisting of three parts: a) demographic information 
including gender, age, education level and marital 
status; b) questions related to diet as confounding 
factors; c) information on the amount and use of 
opium and its derivatives, alcohol use and smok-
ing. The validity and reliability of the question-
naire had been approved in a previousstudy (39). 
In order to minimize bias; all interviews were 
conducted by two trained interviewers. In order 
to better quantify opium and cigarette use the 
current and past exposure status was asked. The 
cumulative life time use of opioids based on the 
amount and duration of use in different ages was 
calculated with regard to the possibility of fluctu-
ations for use in different periods. The daily use 
of opium was measured based on the local mea-
surement unit "Nokhod" or its equivalent of 0.2 
gr. The type of opioids used was divided into 
four types: raw opium (teriak), sap (shireh), 
burned opium (sukhteh), and heroin. In order to 
minimize the under-reporting of opium use in the 
control group, questions related to opium use 
and its derivatives were asked at the end of each 
interview. The interviewers were trained before-
hand and they gained enough experience to 
communicate effectively with people through a 

friendly environment. In this study heroine and 
burned opium use was not reported, therefore, 
only raw opium and sap entered the final analysis.  
Due to the relatively long time for cancer cells to 
develop, diet questions were asked for a mini-
mum period of 10 years before the time of the 
interview. The diet part included the dietary ha-
bits of Iranians and especially the people of this 
area.  
The study was approved by the Ethics Commit-
tee of Kerman University of Medical Sciences.  
 
Data analysis 
The amount of cigarette and opium cumulative 
use was calculated based on the amount of daily 
use and duration of use; and the participants were 
categorized into three groups: non-users, low us-
ers and high users. The median use in the control 
group was considered as a criterion for classifying 
the population into high and low use groups. 
People who used opioids and cigarettes in the 
study year were considered as current consumers. 
In addition, only a history of opioids use prior to 
diagnosis in cases was recorded in order to neu-
tralize the effect of reverse causality.  
Alcohol was classified into two categories of non-
consumers and consumers, because of the low 
prevalence of its use in Iran. In addition, in this 
study the analyses were separately done in two 
groups of CRCs and colon cancer. Conditional 
logistic regression was used with 95% confidence 
intervals in order to estimate the adjusted odds 
ratios of opium use and its derivatives, cigarette, 
and alcohol with cancer risk. Moreover, only the 
variables with P-value less than 0. 1 in the univa-
riate analysis were added to the final multivariate 
models. Multivariate logistic regression models 
were adjusted for total daily fruit and vegetables, 
red meat and hydrogenated fats. All statistical 
analyses were performed using STATA 12. 0 
(Stata Corp, College Station, TX, USA).  

 
Results 
 
In this study, 175 cases and 350 controls were 
included. Among the cases, the majority (74. 2%) 
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was male and 92. 0% were married. Most of the 
cases (51. 4%) were aged 51-70 yr and the least 
(15. 2%) were individuals aged less than 50 yr. 
More than half of the cases were illiterate or had 
primary school degree (52. 9%). In addition, 81. 
2% of cases had colon cancer, 17. 8% had rectum 
cancer and 1. 0% had anal cancer. Other demo-
graphic information of cases and controls are 
summarized in Table 1. The average year of use 
in opioid drug users in both case and control 
groups was 27.7±11.8 and the most common age 
of onset of opioids use was between 20 to 30 yr 
and fumigant use was the most common method 
of use among cases (93. 0%) and controls 
(100%). In total, 25. 7% and 8. 0% of controls 
had a history of opioid use (P<0. 001). Results of 
univariate analysis showed that daily intake of 
fruit and vegetablesresult into reduced risk of 
CRCs; while consumption of red meat and hy-
drogenated fats might increase risk of the CRCs.  

Table 2 shows the association between using 
opium, cigarette, and alcohol with CRCs. The use 
of opium and its derivatives are respectively asso-
ciated with increased risk of all CRCs (OR: 4. 5; 
95% CI: 2. 4- 8. 7) and colon cancers (OR: 5. 7; 
95% CI: 2. 7- 11. 9). The amount of daily use of 
opium increased the risk of all CRSs and colon 
cancers, with adjusted ORs of 8. 0 (95% CI: 2. 8 
– 22. 2), and 9. 2 (95 % CI: 3. 1 – 27. 4), respec-
tively. In addition, the duration of opium use sig-
nificantly increases the risk of all CRCs (OR: 8. 1; 
95% CI: 2. 6-14. 6) and colon cancers (OR: 9. 0; 
95% CI: 3. 0-27. 2). Moreover, in all CRCs, those 
who were still the current consumers were at 
greater risk for colorectal cancers than those who 
had a previous history of opium use. There was a 
dose-response relationship between opium use 
and the incidence of all CRCs (OR: 8. 0; 95% CI: 
2. 9- 21. 7). The dose-response relationship was 
also observed in colon cancer (OR: 9. 4; 95% CI: 
3. 3- 27. 0). 

  
Table 1: Baseline characteristics of cases and controls 

 

Variable  Matched 
controls 

CRCs * Matched controls Colon cancer** 

N  350 175 284 142 

Gender   130 (74. 2) 220 (77. 4) 109 (76. 7) 
Male  260 (74. 2) 45 (25. 8) 64 (22. 6) 33 (23. 3) 
Female  90 (25. 8)    

P-value  0. 8 0. 8 
Marital status      

Married  322 (92. 0) 168 (96. 0) 259 (91. 2) 137 (96. 4) 

Single  28 (8. 0) 7 (4. 0) 25 (8. 8) 5 (3. 6) 
P-value  0. 08 0. 07 

Age      

≤ 50  56 (16. 0) 27 (15. 2) 48 (16. 9) 22 (15. 5) 
51-70  167 (48. 0) 91 ( 51. 4) 136 (47. 9) 74 (52. 1) 
> 70  125 (36. 0) 59 (33. 4) 100 (35. 1) 46 (32. 4) 
P-value  0. 7 0. 7 

Education      

Illiterate & elementary  185 (52. 9) 96 (54. 9) 147 (51. 8) 81 (57. 0) 
Middle & high school  65 (18. 6) 23 (13. 1) 58 (20. 4) 17 (12. 0) 

Diploma & above  100 (28. 5) 24 (32. 0) 79 (27. 8) 44 (31. 0) 
P-value 0. 2 0. 1 

*Includes colon, rectum, and anal cancers. ** Includes only colon cancer. 
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About 29. 1% of cases were smokers, while this 
rate was 24% for controls. Here, the multivariate 
analysis showed that being a smoker is not signif-
icantly associated with an increased risk of CRCs 
(OR 1. 5; 95 CI: 0. 9-1. 6) and colon cancer (OR: 
1. 7; 95% CI: 0. 8-3. 1). The daily use of cigarettes 
had no statistically significant relationship with 
CRCs or colon cancer. In addition, the duration 
of using cigarettes had no statistically significant 
relationship with the risk of CRCs or colon can-
cer (Table 2).  
No significant relationship was observed in mul-
tivariate analysis between cumulative use of ciga-
rette smoking and CRCs (OR: 1. 6; 95% CI: 0. 7-
3. 4). Similarly, the adjusted odds ratio was not 
significant in colon cancer either (OR: 2. 3; 95% 
CI: 1. 0 - 5. 2).  
Alcohol use had a low prevalence and only about 
3% of participants consumed alcohol, 3. 4% in 
the CRCs group and 2. 8% in the control group 
had a history of alcohol use. In this group, the 
adjusted odds ratio was not significant in multiva-
riate analysis (OR: 1. 2; 95% CI: 0. 4-. 4. 9). Simi-
larly, in the colon cancer group, alcohol use was 
not associated with an increased risk of colon 
cancer after adjustment for other confounding 
factors (OR: 1. 4; 95% CI: 0. 3-7. 0).  

 
Discussion  
 
This study aimed to investigate the relationship 
between opioid use and the risk of CRCs. The 
results of this study showed that opium use and 
its derivatives are associated with an increased 
risk of CRCs including colon, rectum and anal 
cancers. A dose-response relationship was ob-
served between opium use and CRCs. The risk of 
incidence of these cancers increased withmore 
use of opioids.  
Two types of opioidsin this study consisted of 
opium and sap and sap was less often used. For 
this reason, the odds ratio was calculated based 
on the concurrent use of sap and opium. Sap is 
usually made when opium is boiled (or by com-
bining opium and pyrolysis residues after smok-
ing opium) in water after multiple filtering (30). 

The reason of low sap prevalence in this study is 
not clear, but it may be due to at least two rea-
sons including social undesirability of sap use and 
the commonbelief that sap use has more negative 
effects as compared with raw opium.  
There are many possible reasons that intensify 
the existence of a causal relationship between 
opium and the incidence of CRCs. First, the 
strength of the relationship observed in this study 
is relatively significant and opium use increases 
the risk of CRCs and colon cancer about 4. 5 and 
5. 7 times more. After controlling confounding 
factors such as diet (the use of fruits and vegeta-
bles, meat and oils), this relationship not only did 
not decrease, but also showed more strength.  
In another study conducted in Kerman on the 
relationship between opium use and upper ga-
strointestinal cancers including esophageal can-
cer, opium use increased the risk of these cancers 
(20) and on the other hand other evidence have 
shown that patients with esophageal cancer have 
an increased risk of coexisting CRCs (40). This 
may indicate that the upper and lower gastroin-
testinal cancers have common risk factors which 
cause their simultaneous incidence. Although, no 
clear evidence has been reported on the relation-
ship between opium and opioids with colorectal 
cancers and little evidence exists in this field; 
opium and opioids can increase the risk of can-
cers such as gastric (20, 24-25), larynx (22), blad-
der (21, 26-27), lung (23), esophagus (30, 41-42), 
oral cavity (28) and also the risk of death from 
these gastrointestinal cancers (43). This might 
confirm the carcinogenic effects of opioids.  
Many mechanisms have been proposed regarding 
the relationship between opium use and the inci-
dence of cancer. The use of opium and its alkalo-
ids, including morphine may have mutagenic ef-
fects (42). In addition, empirical studies have 
shown that opium pyrolysis has mutagenic effects 
on Salmonella strains (44). In addition, pyrolysis 
and alkaloids of morphine lead to sister 
chromatic exchange in human lymphocytes and 
morphological changes in cultured Syrian ham-
ster embryo cells (41). These drugs have caused 
carcinogenic changes after being injected into 
tissues, under the skin, inside the trachea and into 
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the gastrointestinal system of mice (42). In addi-
tion, many impurities are added to opioids during 
their processing in Iran and these chemicals may 
have carcinogenic effects. One of these chemicals 
is lead, which is added in order to make it heavier 
and for drug dealers to make more profit. In the 
studies conducted on addicted people, the 
amount of lead in the blood of these people is 
higher than the usual level and it is possible that 
the non-organic lead in these drugs causes severe 
toxic and even carcinogenic effects (36-37). In 
general, the carcinogenic mechanisms of opium 
have not been well identified and further studies 
are required to understand the carcinogenic me-
chanism of opium along with the relationship 
between opium and cancer.  
While smoking is one of the main risk factors for 
these cancers (17-18, 45-46), in this study the as-
sociation between smoking and the incidence of 
colorectal cancers was not statistically significant. 
Although, the reasons for this are uncertain but 
the low sample size and bias in reporting from 
families or the type and difference in cigarette 
from one region to another are the other reasons 
for the lack of this relationship and requires fur-
ther studies. In fact, only 29. 1% of cases and 24. 
9% of the controls had a history of smoking. 
This result was consistent with the results ob-
tained in other studies in Iran (20, 24).  

In this study, the confounding effect of diet on 
the relationship between opium and its 
derivatives with the incidence of CRCs was ex-
amined and the results showed that some foods, 
such as fruits and vegetables had a protective role 
and fats were risk factors. These results were 
consistent with the results of other studies carried 
out on the effect of diets with low calcium and 
fiber and with high fats and red meat in increas-
ing the risk of colorectal cancers (11-16, 47-48).  

Opioids use has a high prevalence in some parts 
of Iran such as the northern and southern areas. 
Based on the existing evidence, Kerman province 
is considered as one of the areas with high preva-
lence of opium use and its derivatives (32, 34). 
Moreover, studies suggest that these drugs can 
have a potential role in the increased incidence of 
these cancers in Iran.  

This study also had some limitations. First, given 
the complexity of the relationship between can-
cer risk factors and according to methodological 
limitations, it cannot prove causality effect. One 
of the other limitations is the low sample size, 
which is due to the limited geographical area (on-
ly Kerman and its suburbs). Therefore, all the 
CRCs together were included in the study and 
colon cancer was later analyzed separately. In ad-
dition, all case-control studies are prone to recall 
bias, interviewer, and reporting bias during data 
collection. However, we attempted to control 
these by two trained and experienced interview-
ers. Another major limitation is that the 
alcoholuse is self-reported scale with social unde-
sirability; therefore, it might consequently lead 
to an underreported estimate of actual alcohol for 
subjects. This issue makes a source of reporting 
bias for no significant association between alco-
hol use and CRCs. On the other hand, no associ-
ation between cigarette smoking and CRCs was a 
result of limited numbers of pack used per year 
between both control and case groups that are 
consistent with the results of previous studies in 
Iran (20, 24, 30). The most important strength of 
this study was the pathological diagnosis of can-
cer, which minimized the probability of misclassi-
fication bias. The other strength of this study was 
using population-based neighbor controls rather 
than medical (hospital) controls which led to the 
control of the confounding socio-economic fac-
tors. Besides, this type of control selection led to 
better evaluation of the impact of the original 
exposure (29).  

 
Conclusion 
 
A remarkable part of the incidence of colorectal 
cancers at least in some parts of Iran is related to 
opium consumption. The results of this study are 
consistent with other reports of opium use and 
cancer, which may most likely indicate the causal-
ity of this relationship. However, more studiesare 
required.  

 
 



Iran J Public Health, Vol. 45, No.10, Oct 2016, pp. 1322-1331 

 

1328                                                                                                      Available at:    http://ijph.tums.ac.ir  

Ethical considerations  
 
Ethical issues (Including plagiarism, informed 
consent, misconduct, data fabrication and/or fal-
sification, double publication and/or submission, 
redundancy, etc.) have been completely observed 
by the authors.  

 
Acknowledgments 
 
The authors declare that there is no conflict of 
interests.  
 

References 
 

1. Ferlay J, Shin HR, Bray F, Forman D, Math-
ers C, Parkin DM (2010). Estimates of 
worldwide burden of cancer in 2008: 
GLOBOCAN 2008. Int J Cancer, 127 
(12):2893-917.  

2. Jemal A, Bray F, Center MM, Ferlay J, Ward 
E, Forman D (2011). Global cancer statis-
tics. CA Cancer J Clin, 61 (2):69-90.  

3. Ansari R, Mahdavinia M, Sadjadi A, Nouraie 
M, Kamangar F, Bishehsari F, et al. (2006). 
Incidence and age distribution of colorec-
tal cancer in Iran: results of a population-
based cancer registry. Cancer Lett, 240 
(1):143-7.  

4. Mousavi SM, Gouya MM, Ramazani R, Da-
vanlou M, Hajsadeghi N, Seddighi Z 
(2009). Cancer incidence and mortality in 
Iran. Ann Oncol, 20 (3):556-63.  

5. Pourhoseingholi MA (2012). Increased bur-
den of colorectal cancer in Asia. World J 
Gastrointest Oncol, 4 (4):68-70.  

6. Malekzadeh R, Bishehsari F, Mahdavinia M, 
Ansari R (2009). Epidemiology and mole-
cular genetics of colorectal cancer in Iran: 
a review. Arch Iran Med, 12 (2):161-9.  

7. Alireza S, Mehdi N, Ali M, Alireza M, Reza 
M, Parkin D (2005). Cancer occurrence in 
Iran in 2002, an international perspective. 
Asian Pac J Cancer Prev, 6 (3):359-63.  

8. Barouni M, Larizadeh MH, Sabermahani A, 
Ghaderi H (2012). Markov's modeling for 
screening strategies for colorectal cancer. 
Asian Pac J Cancer Prev, 13 (10):5125-9.  

9. Azadeh S, Moghimi-Dehkordi B, Fatem S, 
Pourhoseingholi M, Ghiasi S, Zali M 
(2008). Colorectal cancer in Iran: an epi-
demiological study. Asian Pac J Cancer Prev, 
9 (1):123-6.  

10. Fazeli MS, Adel MG, Lebaschi AH (2007). 
Colorectal carcinoma: a retrospective, de-
scriptive study of age, gender, subsite, 
stage, and differentiation in Iran from 
1995 to 2001 as observed in Tehran Uni-
versity. Dis Colon Rectum, 50 (7):990-5.  

11. Bishehsari F, Mahdavinia M, Vacca M, Ma-
lekzadeh R, Mariani-Costantini R (2014). 
Epidemiological transition of colorectal 
cancer in developing countries: environ-
mental factors, molecular pathways, and 
opportunities for prevention. World J Ga-
stroenterol, 20 (20):6055-72.  

12. Roya N, Abbas B (2013). Colorectal cancer 
trends in Kerman province, the largest 
province in Iran, with forecasting until 
2016. Asian Pac J Cancer Prev, 14 (2):791-3.  

13. Sadjadi A, Zahedi MJ, Nouraie M, Alimo-
hammadian M, Ghorbani A, Bahmanyar S, 
et al. (2007). The first population-based 
cancer survey in Kerman Province of Iran. 
Iran J Public Health, 36 (4):26-34.  

14. Parkin DM (2004). International variation. 
Oncogene, 23 (38):6329-40.  

15. Chan D, Lau R, Aune D, Vieira R, Green-
wood DC, Kampman E, et al. (2011). Red 
and processed meat and colorectal cancer 
incidence: meta-analysis of prospective 
studies. PloS One, 6 (6):e20456.  

16. Chao A, Thun MJ, Connell CJ, McCullough 
ML, Jacobs EJ, Flanders WD, et al. (2005). 
Meat consumption and risk of colorectal 
cancer. JAMA, 293 (2):172-82.  

17. Doubeni CA, Major JM, Laiyemo AO, 
Schootman M, Zauber AG, Hollenbeck 
AR, et al. (2012). Contribution of beha-
vioral risk factors and obesity to socioeco-
nomic differences in colorectal cancer in-
cidence. J Natl Cancer Inst, 104 (18):1353-
62.  

18. Botteri E, Iodice S, Raimondi S, Maison-
neuve P, Lowenfels AB (2008). Cigarette 
smoking and adenomatous polyps: a meta-
analysis. Gastroenterology, 134 (2):388-95.  

19. Doubeni CA, Laiyemo AO, Major JM, 
Schootman M, Lian M, Park Y, et al. 



Naghibzadeh-Tahami et al.: Can Opium Use Contribute to a Higher Risk of Colorectal Cancers … 

 

Available at:    http://ijph.tums.ac.ir                                                                                                      1329 

(2012). Socioeconomic status and the risk 
of colorectal cancer: an analysis of over 
one-half million adults in the NIH-AARP 
Diet and Health Study. Cancer, 118 
(14):3636-44.  

20. Naghibzadeh Tahami A, Khanjani N, Yazdi 
Feyzabadi V, Varzandeh M, Haghdoost 
AA (2014). Opium as a risk factor for up-
per gastrointestinal cancers: a population-
based case-control study in Iran. Arch Iran 
Med, 17 (1):2-6.  

21. Akbari M, Naghibzadeh-Tahami A, Khanjani 
N, Baneshi MR, Kamali E, Hesampour M, 
et al. (2015). Opium as a Risk Factor for 
Bladder Cancer: A Population-based Case-
control Study in Iran. Arch Iran Med, 18 
(9):567-71.  

22. Mousavi MRA, Damghani MA, Haghdoust 
AA, Khamesipour A (2003). Opium and 
risk of laryngeal cancer. The Laryngoscope, 
113 (11):1939-43.  

23. Masjedi MR, Naghan PA, Taslimi S, Yousefi-
fard M, Ebrahimi SM, Khosravi A, et al. 
(2013). Opium could be considered an in-
dependent risk factor for lung cancer: a 
case-control study. Respiration, 85 (2):112-8.  

24. Shakeri R, Malekzadeh R, Etemadi A, Nasrol-
lahzadeh D, Aghcheli K, Sotoudeh M, et 
al. (2013). Opium: an emerging risk factor 
for gastric adenocarcinoma. Int J Cancer, 
133 (2):455-61.  

25. Sadjadi A, Derakhshan MH, Yazdanbod A, 
Boreiri M, Parsaeian M, Babaei M, et al. 
(2014). Neglected role of hookah and 
opium in gastric carcinogenesis: A cohort 
study on risk factors and attributable frac-
tions. Int J Cancer, 134 (1):181-8.  

26. Ketabchi A, Gharaei M, Ahmadinejad M, 
Meershekari T (2005). Evaluation of blad-
der cancer in opium addicted patients in 
the Kerman Province, Iran, from 1999 to 
2003. J Res Med Sci, 10 (6):355-7.  

27. Hosseini SY, Safarinejad MR, Amini E, Hoo-
shyar H (2010). Opium consumption and 
risk of bladder cancer: a case-control anal-
ysis. Urol Oncol , 28 (6):610-6.  

28. Razmpa E, Saedi B, Motiee-langroudi M, Ga-
rajei A, Hoseinpor S, Motamedi MHK 
(2014). Opium Usage as an Etiologic Fac-
tor of Oral Cavity Cancer. J Craniofac Surg, 
25 (5):e505-e7.  

29. Shakeri R, Kamangar F, Nasrollahzadeh D, 
Nouraie M, Khademi H, Etemadi A, et al. 
(2012). Is opium a real risk factor for eso-
phageal cancer or just a methodological ar-
tifact? Hospital and neighborhood con-
trols in case-control studies. PloS One, 7 
(3):e32711.  

30. Nasrollahzadeh D, Kamangar F, Aghcheli K, 
Sotoudeh M, Islami F, Abnet CC, et al 
(2008). Opium, tobacco, and alcohol use 
in relation to oesophageal squamous cell 
carcinoma in a high-risk area of Iran. Br J 
Cancer, 98 (11):1857-63.  

31. Drugs UNOo (2010). World drug report. 
United Nations Publications.  

32. Ziaaddini H, Ziaaddini MR (2005). The 
household survey of drug abuse in Ker-
man. J Appl Sci, 5 (2):380-2.  

33. Momtazi S, Rawson R. Substance abuse 
among Iranian high school students 
(2010). Curr Opin Psychiatry, 23 (3):221-6.  

34. Nakhaee N, Divsalar K, Meimandi MS, Dabi-
ri S (2008). Estimating the prevalence of 
opiates use by unlinked anonymous urine 
drug testing: a pilot study in Iran. Subst Use 
Misuse, 43 (3-4):513-20.  

35. Cook-Mozaffari P, Azordegan F, Day N, 
Ressicaud A, Sabai C, Aramesh B (1979). 
Oesophageal cancer studies in the Caspian 
Littoral of Iran: results of a case-control 
study. Br J Cancer, 39 (3):293-309.  

36. Aghaee-Afshar M, Khazaeli P, Behnam B, 
Rezazadehkermani M, Ashraf-Ganjooei N 
(2008). Presence of lead in opium. Arch 
Iran Med, 11 (5):553-4.  

37. Amiri M, Amini R (2012). A comparison of 
bloodlead level (BLL) in opium-dependant 
addicts with healthy control group using 
the graphite furnace/atomic absorption 
spectroscopy (GF-AAS) followed by che-
mometric analysis. Iran Red Crescent Med J, 
14 (8):488-91.  

38. Rezaianzadeh A, Safarpour AR, Marzban M, 
Mohaghegh A (2015). A Systematic Re-
view Over the Incidence of Colorectal 
Cancer in Iran. Ann Colorectal Res, 3 
(1):e25724.  

39. Abnet CC, Saadatian-Elahi M, Pourshams A, 
Boffetta P, Feizzadeh A, Brennan P, et al. 
(2004). Reliability and validity of opiate use 
self-report in a population at high risk for 



Iran J Public Health, Vol. 45, No.10, Oct 2016, pp. 1322-1331 

 

1330                                                                                                      Available at:    http://ijph.tums.ac.ir  

esophageal cancer in Golestan, Iran. Cancer 
Epidemiol Biomarkers Prev, 13 (6):1068-70.  

40. Baeg MK, Choi M-G, Jung YD, Ko S-H, Lim 
C-H, Kim HH, et al. (2016). Esophageal 
Squamous Cell Carcinoma Patients Have 
an Increased Risk of Coexisting Colorectal 
Neoplasms. Gut Liver, 10 (1):76-82.  

41. Hewer T, Rose E, Ghadirian P, Castegnaro 
M, Malaveille C, Bartsch H, et al. (1978). 
Ingested mutagens from opium and to-
bacco pyrolysis products and cancer of the 
oesophagus. Lancet, 2 (8088):494-6.  

42. Friesen M, O'neill I, Malaveille C, Garren L, 
Hautefeuille A, Cabral J, et al. (1985). Cha-
racterization and identification of 6 muta-
gens in opium pyrolysates implicated in 
oesophagel cancer in Iran. Mutat Res, 150 
(1):177-91.  

43. Malekzadeh MM, Khademi H, Pourshams A, 
Etemadi A, Poustchi H, Bagheri M, et al. 
(2013). Opium use and risk of mortality 
from digestive diseases: a prospective co-
hort study. Am J Gastroenterol, 108 
(11):1757-65.  

44. Perry P, Thomson E, Day N, Bartsch H 
(1983). Induction of SCE by opium pyro-
lysates in CHO cells and human peripheral 

blood lymphocytes. Carcinogenesis, 4 
(2):227-30.  

45. Jung YS, Ryu S, Chang Y, Yun KE, Park JH, 
Kim HJ, et al. (2015). Risk factors for co-
lorectal neoplasia in persons aged 30 to 39 
years and 40 to 49 years. Gastrointest Endosc, 
81 (3):637-45. e7.  

46. Zisman AL, Nickolov A, Brand RE, Gor-
chow A, Roy HK (2006). Associations be-
tween the age at diagnosis and location of 
colorectal cancer and the use of alcohol 
and tobacco: implications for screening. 
Arch Intern Med, 166 (6):629-34.  

47. Norat T, Bingham S, Ferrari P, Slimani N, 
Jenab M, Mazuir M, et al. (2005). Meat, 
fish, and colorectal cancer risk: the Euro-
pean Prospective Investigation into cancer 
and nutrition. J Natl Cancer Inst, 97 
(12):906-16.  

48. Cross AJ, Ferrucci LM, Risch A, Graubard 
BI, Ward MH, Park Y, et al. (2010). A 
large prospective study of meat consump-
tion and colorectal cancer risk: an investi-
gation of potential mechanisms underlying 
this association. Cancer Res, 70 (6):2406-14.



Naghibzadeh-Tahami et al.: Can Opium Use Contribute to a Higher Risk of Colorectal Cancers … 

 

Available at:    http://ijph.tums.ac.ir                                                                                                      1331 

Table 2: The relationship between the use of opium and its derivatives, cigarette, and alcohol and the incidence of CRCs 
 

Variable CRCs Colon cancer 

 Cases 

N (%) 

Controls 

N (%) 
Unadjusted 
OR (95%CI) 

adjusted* 
OR (95%CI) 

Cases 
N (%) 

Controls 
N (%) 

Unadjusted 
OR (95%CI) 

adjusted* 
OR (95%CI) 

Opium use         
Never  130 (74. 3) 322 (92. 0) Reference Reference 103 (72. 5) 258 (90. 9) Reference Reference 
Ever  45 (25. 7) 28 (8. 0) 3. 8 (2. 2-6. 6) 4. 5 (2. 4-8. 7) (27. 5)39 (9. 1)26 (6. 6-2. 1)3. 7 5. 7 (2. 7-11. 9) 

Amount of daily opium use         

Never used 130 (74. 3) 322 (92. 0) Reference Reference 103 (72. 5) 258 (90. 9) Reference Reference 
≤median ** 21 (12. 0) 19 (5. 5) 2. 8 (1. 4-5. 4) 3. 9 (1. 7-9. 0) 18 (12. 6) 18 (6. 4) 2. 7 (1. 2-5. 7) 3. 4 (1. 3-8. 4) 
>median 24 (13. 7) 9 (2. 5) 7. 1 (3. 0-16. 7) 8. 0 (2. 8-22. 2) 21 (14. 9) 8 (2. 7) 7. 3 (2. 9-18. 4) 9. 2 (3. 1-27. 4) 

Duration         

Never used 130 (74. 9) 322 (92. 0) Reference Reference 103 (72. 5) 258 (90. 9) Reference Reference 
≤median ** 30 (17. 9) 21 (6. 0) 3. 2 (1. 2-5. 8) 3. 9 (1. 7-9. 1) 26 (18. 3) 19 (6. 7) 3. 4 (1. 7-6. 5) 4. 0 (1. 9-10. 1) 
>median 15 (7. 2) 7 (2. 0) 3. 8 (2. 6-10. 6) 8. 1 (2. 6-14. 6) 13 (9. 2) 7 (2. 4) 4. 6 (1. 7-11. 8) 9. 0 (3. 0-27. 2) 
Cumulative use of Opium***         

Never used 130 (74. 3) 322 (92. 0) Reference Reference 103 (73. 1) 252 (90. 0) Reference Reference 
≤median** 21 (12. 0) 18 (5. 1) 2. 9 (1. 5-5. 7) 3. 7 (1. 6-8. 6) 16 (11. 4) 20 (7. 2) 3. 1 (1. 4-6. 0) 3. 9 (1. 5-9. 9) 
>median 24 (13. 7) 10 (2. 9) 6. 5 (2. 8-14. 9) 8. 0 (2. 9-21. 7) 21 (15. 5) 8 (2. 8) 6. 6 (2. 7-16. 0) 9. 4 (3. 3-27. 0) 
Cigarette smoking         

Never  124 (70. 9) 263 (75. 1) Reference Reference 95 (67. 9) 205 (73. 2) Reference Reference 
Ever 51 (29. 1) 87 (24. 9) 1. 2 (0. 8-1. 9) 1. 5 (0. 9-1. 6) 45 (32. 1) 75 (26. 8) 1. 3 (0. 8-2. 0) 1. 7 (0. 8-3. 1) 
Amount of daily tobacco use         
Never used 124 (70. 9) 263 (75. 1) Reference Reference 95 (67. 9) 205 (73. 2) Reference Reference 
≤median ** 28 (16. 0) 53 (15. 2) 1. 1 (0. 6-1. 6) 1. 4 (0. 6-2. 7) 25 (17. 8) 43 (15. 4) 1. 2 (0. 7-2. 2) 1. 6 (0. 5-3. 6) 
>median 23 (13. 1) 34 (9. 7) 1. 5 (0. 6-2. 3) 1. 6 (0. 8-3. 4) 20 (14. 3) 32 (11. 4) 1. 3 (0. 7-2. 6) 1. 8 (0. 8-3. 7) 
Duration         

Never used 124 (70. 9) 263 (75. 1) Reference Reference 95 (67. 9) 205 (73. 2) Reference Reference 
≤median ** 28 (16. 0) 54 (15. 5) 1. 1 (0. 5-1. 8) 1. 3 (0. 6-2. 7) 25 (17. 9) 48 (17. 2) 1. 1 (0. 6-1. 9) 1. 3 (0. 7-2. 3) 
>median 23 (13. 1) 33 (9. 4) 1. 4 (0. 7-2. 7) 1. 7 (0. 8-3. 3) 20 (14. 1) 27 (9. 6) 1. 5 (0. 8-2. 9) 1. 7 (0. 5-3. 9) 

Cumulative use of cigarette smoking***         
Never used 124 (70. 9) 263 (75. 1) Reference Reference 95 (67. 9) 205 (73. 2) Reference Reference 
≤median** 25 (14. 3) 42 (12. 0) 1. 2 (0. 7-1. 9) 1. 4 (0. 8-2. 7) 23 (16. 4) 34 (12. 2) 1. 1 (0. 4-2. 1) 1. 4 (0. 6-2. 8) 
>median 26 (14. 8) 45 (14. 9) 1. 3 (0. 6-2. 2) 1. 6 (0. 7-3. 4) 22 (15. 7) 41 (14. 6) 1. 4 (0. 6-2. 8) 2. 3 (1. 0-5. 2) 
Alcohol use        
Never 169 (96. 6) 340 (97. 2) Reference Reference 136 (97. 1) 273 (97. 5) Reference Reference 
Ever 6 (3. 4) 10 (2. 8) 1. 1 (0. 7-3. 3) 1. 2 (0. 4-4. 9) 4 (2. 9) 7 (2. 5) 1. 2 (0. 3-4. 2) 1. 4 (0. 3-7. 0) 

*Confounding effect of specific dietary factors such as the use of meat, fruit and vegetables, hydrogenated fats, as well as other main exposures (cigarette) were con-
trolled. **Median of use in the control group was considered as a criterion. ***Cumulative use was obtained by multiplying the amount of use (per day) and the 
duration of use (per year)  


